GEORGIAN PORTRAITS
the Financial World. The man in question ran one of those
soi-disant " banks " of which there used to be so many and
which were in reality merely money-lending concerns, and the
Financial World had criticized it rather severely. The case took
place a year or two after Hewart had become a K.C. He was
instructed by Messrs Zeffertt & Co. With deadly politeness he
elicited one damaging fact after another from the plaintiff.
He asked him how long ago it was since he had been a member
of the Stock Exchange, adding sympathetically, " I think you
had the misfortune to be hammered ? " One after another he
enumerated the names of the various companies with which
the plaintiff had been connected and mourned the sad fate of
the shareholders, all of whom had lost their money. Never
was a crook shown up with such delightful suavity, but when
Hewart had done with him he must have felt completely
dazed ; rather as if he had had his pocket picked by an
archbishop !
In 1912 Hewart contested North-West Manchester and was
defeated by a small majority, but in the following year he took
his seat in the House of Commons as member for East Leicester
and from that time he climbed the ladder of fame with dazzling
rapidity. He was as successful in the House as he was at the
Bar, and in 1916 Lloyd George made him Solicitor-General.
It was in 1918, in West Leicester, that he made the scathing
speech which caused the defeat by 4223 votes of Ramsay
MacDonald, who had held the seat for twelve years. It was
rather hard on poor Ramsay. He had entered politics via
Labour : the only road open to an impecunious young man of
humble birth. But later on he was able to say, " It is good for
me that I have been afflicted/' for with real Scottish canniness
he began to realize that the patriotism of the " Haves" was
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